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MK Tibi: Israeli Arabs should get 
20 percent of state's foreign aid  
By Yoav Stern, Haaretz Correspondent and Haaretz Service  

MK Ahmed Tibi (Hadash-Ta'al) said on Thursday Israel's Arab sector demands to get 20 percent of the 
foreign aid Israel receives.  
Speaking at a meeting of the leaders of the Arab sector with foreign diplomatic representatives a few 
hours before the opening of the Mossawa international film festival in Nazareth, Tibi told the diplomats 
"you must become involved in the matters concerning the Arab minority and its dealings with the Israeli 
government."  

Tibi also demanded that the foreign representatives make the civil aid from the U.S. and Europe 
conditional upon allocating 20 percent of it to Israel's Arab population, to reflect its relative part of the 
general population. He also requests aid to establish a university in Nazareth, and a state hospital to serve 
Arabs in the Galilee.  

The week-long international film festival starting Thursday evening is intended to call attention to Israeli 
Arabs' human rights situation.  

The Mossawa ("Equality") Days film festival will culminate in an event to honor Arab and 
Palestinian producers and filmmakers.  

Also on schedule for the celebration are lectures, which began Wednesday evening, tours, panel 
discussions, meetings and art exhibitions. Sponsoring the events are Mossawa, The Advocacy Center for 
Arab Citizens in Israel, the Nazareth Municipality, and the El-Sana Cinemateque in Nazareth.  

The joint Israeli-Palestinian organization Coalition of Women for Peace also planed to participate in 
the event.  

Drawing attention to the state of the Arab population  
In conjunction with the beginning of the festival, Mossawa began a television ad campaign and 
released a study on the status of Arab Israelis.  

The study revealed that 51 percent of Israeli Jews feel the Arab population should be granted the 
right to independently manage their education system, cultural life and other community 
matters, and 60 percent feel that there exists anti-Arab racism in Israel.  
The ad campaign is airing on Israel Channel 2 during prime time and will also be appearing in 
the Arabic and Russian media. The commercials, which feature Arabic phrases like "good 
morning" and "have a nice day," are an invitation to the film festival and an attempt to raise 
consciousness of Arab culture, language, and society in Israel.  
 
However, according to Mossawa, the ads have already generated negative feedback from some 
Jewish Israelis. Mossawa reported that after the first airing, television stations experienced 
backlash from Israelis who didn't know what the Arabic phrases meant. Mossawa's study also 
found that 35 percent of Jewish Israelis oppose Arabic's designation as an official language.  


