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Conference against Galilee Judaization to be held 
Saturday  

By Itim  

A conference aimed at mobilizing Israeli Arabs for a struggle against the government's plan to 
Judaize the Galilee will be held Saturday in the northern village of Kafr Manda.  

Heads of Galilee local councils, including Tamra, Kafr Manda, Nazareth, Sakhnin and Arabeh 
will attend the conference, as well as Arab MKs, members of the Arab follow-up committee and 
Jewish residents of Galilee communities who object to the plan and demand a just distribution 
of land and resources in the area.  

A pamphlet published ahead of the conference, said that the plan, spearheaded by Vice Premier 
Shimon Peres, includes the sale of over 10,000 Galilee housing units to Jews in reduced prices, 
the expansion of some 100 communities in the Galilee as well as the establishment of new 
communities designated for Jews from the center of the country, evacuated Gaza settlers and new 
immigrants.  

This will all be done at the expense of Israeli Arabs, whose land reserves will be decreased, the 
pamphlet said. They will not be able to expand their existing communities, while government 
ministries are refusing to build public housing projects and industrial zones for them, or provide 
employment opportunities and deal with the severe poverty and unemployment in the Arab 
sector.  

The conference initiators, members of Hadash and the Communist Party, have emphasized that 
the "Galilee development" project, as it is called by the government, calls first and foremost for 
the development of Arab communities, that were built even before the establishment of the State 
of Israel, and are suffering from intentional and prolonged neglect and are in desperate need of 
development.  

Marcello Savirsky, a member of the "Other Voice in the Galilee" and one of the conference 
attendants said Thursday that the plan constitutes intentional discrimination, as it is hurting Arab 
residents for their ethnic origin, and therefore his movement objects to a plan aimed at Judaizing 
the Galilee while completely and systematically ignoring half or more of its residents. He said 
that the Galilee needs to be developed for its existing residents, through just and fair distribution 
of resources.  

 


